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GWRRA TEXAS DISTRICT  
PART OF REGION H (THE HOSPALITY REGION) 

F RIENDS  F OR  F UN ,  SAFETY ,   
AND  KNOWLEDGE  

Rally Season 2017 Has Started 
By Tom Sprague 

The 2017 Rally Season is well under way.  I just 
returned from Lafayette Louisiana where the an-
nual Louisiana rally is held.  Red and Brenda 
Roussel put on a pretty good rally.  Red plans to 
continue as the District Director for Louisiana one 
more year.  The rally had a lot of great classes.  
Dawn and I took the opportunity to renew our 
First Aid CPR certification. 
 
The main problem with this time of the year is try-
ing to plan what you want to attend.  I am not 
sure if many of you know the 40 to Phoenix ride 
is in process.  It started on 29 of March and goes 
to April 8th.  Texas is always involved in this ride 
because Interstate 40 goes through the Texas 
Panhandle.  The ride stops in Amarillo on April 
2nd.  This is a ride I have been wanting to attend 
for the past 3 years.  Unfortunately this is bad 
timing for me.  We always like to attend the Lou-
isiana Rally and of course my home chapter 
(Texas O) has their Bluebonnet Rally also the 
first weekend in April.  Again, the biggest issue is 
planning out what you can manage to fit in. 
 
If you are like me and make a big summer trip, let 
me suggest two places to see what is going on in 
an area you might be in during your travels.  First 
is the Wing World magazine.  The back pages 
have Region and Chapter events.  You can also 
look on the GWRRA national website.  At the top 
of the home page put your mouse on EVENTS 
and then navigate to UPCOMMING EVENTS (on 
the far left).  This also is a good place to see what 
might be going on in areas you might plan to be 
traveling in.  Dropping in on a local rally is always 

a lot of fun.     Good Traveling. 
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District Director 

txdd@gwrra-tx.org 

Mike & Robin Thacker 

281-686-8892 

 

 

Assistant District Director 

txadd2@gwrra-tx.org 

Newsletter Editor 

NLE@gwrra-tx.org 

Webmaster 

webmaster@gwrra-tx.org 

Tom & Dawn Sprague 

858-755-6071 

 

Rider Education  

TxEd@gwrra-tx.org  

Randy & Kathy Reese 

512-744-3635 

 

 

Assistant Rider Educator 

Motor Awareness 

TxEda@gwrra-tx.org  

Scott & Judy Finnell 

512-591-7631 

 

 

Treasurer 

Diane Shults 281-642-4619 

TxTreasurer@gwrra-tx.org 

Entertainment Coordinator 

Entertainment@gwrra-tx.org 

Vendor Coordinator 

TxVC@gwrra-tx.org 

Kenny Shults 713-562-3994 

 

 

Membership Enhancement  

Coordinator 

Couple of The Year Coord 

Lyle & Sheri Altes 
512-897-0860  
TxMEC@gwrra-tx.org 

 

Leadership Training 

TxTrainer@gwrra-tx.org 

Leadership Trainer 

Cliff & Gillian Allen 

214-886-5798 

 

 

Chapter  of the Year  

Coordinators 

CHOY@gwrra-tx.org  

Sheri Altes 

512-897-0860 

 

 

District Couple Of the Year 

2016 / 2017 

TXCOY@gwrra-tx.org 

Scott & Linda Gresak 

218-386-7800 

 

Special Days of April  

Kiss your Mate Day Always April 28 th 

Kiss Your Mate Day is a perfect chance to 

smooch with your partner, as if you need 

an opportunity to share a kiss or two with 

the one you love. With spring in the air, 

April is an appropriate time for Kiss Your 

Mate Day. 

 TEXAS DISTRICT TEAM 
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We are excited to here who your new Texas 
District Directors will be. As we write this article, 
whoever turned in their resume’ for the position 
is getting interviewed by the Region staff. We 
have already begun to make things a smooth 
transition for the new Directors. We are looking 
forward to sitting down and visiting and helping 
them in any way. 

This weekend we are headed to the Louisiana 
District Rally in Lafayette. It might rain but we 
are still going to visit with friends and have fun. 
We have seen so many times that a chapter 
has planned an event and just because the 
weather shows that it is going to rain, the direc-
tor cancels the event. We say go anyway. Yes, 
you might not be able to ride to the event but 
you can share a vehicle and still go. You will 
still have fun visiting and laughing with friends. 
Just think of all the memories you’re missing 
out on by not going. Yes, this is a motorcycle 
association, but it’s also about “FUN” safety 
and knowledge. 

Next weekend on April 8th we will be headed to 
Texas Chapter O’s 30th Anniversary Bluebon-
net campout/rally in Fredericksburg Texas. It is 
a beautiful ride to Lady Bird Johnson Municipal 
Park. It will be located inside the Pioneer Pavil-
ion. It will also be a rain or shine ride. Don’t for-
get to bring your nonperishable food item for 
the local food bank. 

The third weekend brings Texas Chapter J’s 
rally on April 22nd. It will be located in Beau-
mont TX at the Cowboy Power sports dealer-
ship at 1250 South IH-10. There will be food, 
prizes, games and don’t forget the 25% off of 
items offered at the dealership (excluding tires 
and labor of course) More FUN offered in April. 

And for the last rally of the month, April 27th 
Lets all Boogie Woogie down to Marshall TX. to 
“The Region Rally”. Looks like there might be a 
Boogie Woogie District Dance off Challenge on 
Friday evening. They are even having Exercise 
classes, workshops and the ever so popular Art 
Class. 

Looks like that’s the end of the rallies for April 
in Texas. 

Let’s not forget to get out there and ride and 
visit with other chapters. 

We hope to see everyone at your TEXAS DIS-
TRICT RALLY on May 18, 19, 20 in Wichita 
Falls at the MPEC Center. 

 

Mike & Robin Thacker  

Texas District Director 
 
=================================== 

April Fools Day 
 
Traditionally, April Fool's Day is an opportunity 
for playing jokes or tricks on one another. The 
stranger and the more absurd the better. The 
challenge is to carry out a trick that is believ-
able, if only for a little while. Tricks are most 
successful if played earlier in the day before a 
person is wise to what is going on. Younger 
children are also more gullible. 

Any tricks or jokes must be harmless and in 
good taste for the unsuspecting "victim". And, 
we suggest you think twice before pulling one 
on the boss, even if he or she is know to be of 
good humor. 

TEXAS DISTRICT DIRECTOR 
Mike and Robin Thacker 
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Group Riding 
 
Rally time is upon us and if you are like Kathy 
and me, we like to meet up with friends at our 
or another chapter to ride to the Rally together.  
The fun, pleasure, and the enjoyment of riding 
your motorcycle in a group with other GWRRA 
friends is an important part of what GWRRA is 
all about.  GWRRA offers excellent training for 
team riding and road captain training.  Since all 
chapter rides are by design a group ride, it is 
important to review some of the ground rules at 
the beginning of each riding season.  One 
benefit of GWRRA training is consistent guide-
lines that ensure any group you are riding with 
will follow the same procedures on the road. 
 
GWRRA developed a Team Riding manual 
several years ago.  They based it on the Motor-
cycle Safety Foundation (MSF) training and it is 
very good.  However, it has too much detail for 
this article so I thought I’d just share the MSF 
shorter version.  Enjoy the riding season with 
all your GWRRA friends! 
 
QUICK TIPS: MSF’s Guide to Group Riding 

 
Motorcycling is primarily a solo activity, but for 
many, riding as a group – whether with friends 
on a Sunday morning ride or with an organized 
motorcycle rally – is the epitome of the motor-
cycling experience. Here are some tips to help 
ensure a fun and safe group ride:  
 
Arrive prepared. Arrive on time with a full gas 
tank.  
 
Hold a riders’ meeting. Discuss things like the 
route, rest and fuel stops, and hand signals 
(see below). Assign a lead and sweep (tail) 
rider. Both should be experienced riders who 
are well-versed in group riding procedures. The 

leader should be aware of each rider's skill 
level before the ride and monitor the riders dur-
ing the ride.  
 
Keep the group to a manageable size, ideally 
five to seven riders. If necessary, break the 
group into smaller sub-groups, separated by a 
few seconds, each with a lead and sweep rider.  
 
Ride prepared. At least one rider in each 
group should a first-aid kit and full tool kit, and 
all riders should carry a cell phone, so the 
group is prepared for any problem that they 
might encounter.  
 
Ride in formation. The staggered riding forma-
tion allows a proper space cushion between 
motorcycles so that each rider has enough time 
and space to maneuver and to react to haz-
ards. The leader rides in the left third of the 
lane, while the next rider stays at least one sec-
ond behind in the right third of the lane; the rest 
of the group follows the same pattern. A single-
file formation with a minimum 2-second follow-
ing distance is preferred on a curvy road, under 
conditions of poor visibility or poor road sur-
faces, entering/leaving highways, or other 
situations where an increased space cushion or 
maneuvering room is needed.  
Avoid side-by-side formations, as they re-
duce the space cushion. If you suddenly 
needed to swerve to avoid a hazard, you would 
not have room to do so. You don’t want handle-
bars to get entangled.  
 
Periodically check the riders following us-
ing your rear view mirrors. If you see a rider 
falling behind, slow down so they may catch 
up. If all the riders in the group use this proce-
dure, the group should be able to maintain a 
fairly steady speed without pressure to ride too 
fast to catch up.  

RIDER EDUCATOR 
Randy & Kathy Reese 

Texas District Educators 
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If you’re separated from the group, don’t 
panic. Your group should have a pre-planned 
procedure in place to regroup. Don’t break the 
law or ride beyond your skills to catch up.  
 
If a rider leaves during the ride, the rest of the 
group should re-form the staggered formation 
by criss-crossing into the next vacant position. 
Although it would seem more efficient for the 
column directly behind the missing rider to 
move up, we do not recommend it because 

passing another rider within a lane can be 
risky.  
 

Randy & Kathy Reese 
Texas District Educators 
txed@gwrra-tx.org 
512-744-3635 – Randy cell 
512-848-3144 – Kathy cell 
All The Gear All The Time 

 
=================================== 

Special Dates in Texas His-
tory 

 

RIDER EDUCATOR 
Randy & Kathy Reese 

Texas District Educators 

Continued 
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Texas District 
Rider Education Raffle 

 
Each year, Rider Education holds a raffle 
to help offset some of our costs for sup-
plies and help pay for our Level 4 meal 
at the State Rally. The drawing will be 
held at the State Rally in May. Tickets 
will be bound in booklets of 50 this year 
using a gummed edge instead of staples 
for easier distribution. 
 
As you remember, we had a very suc-
cessful raffle for a YETI package last 
year that included a 50 qt. cooler, 2 tum-
blers and 2 colsters. Since this went so 
well, we are offering YETI products 
again this year. This year, each ticket 
sold will be entered into 2 drawings for 
YETI packages. The first drawing will be 
a Tundra Roadie 20 Cooler (fits on a 
trailer tongue well) and two large YETI 
(32 oz) tumblers ($330 Value).  
 

 

The second drawing will be for a Hopper 
soft-sided cooler, a Rambler Thermos, 
and a two lowball ramblers. ($350 Value) 

 
We also will have a YETI incentive for 
whoever sells the winning tickets.   
 
If each educator could sell only 2 books 
of tickets, we could gross over $2500!  If 
you (as a chapter Educator) did not re-
ceive your Flyers, tickets, and informa-
tion regarding this drawing at Mid Winter 
Round UP please contact Randy Reese. 

RIDER EDUCATOR 
Randy & Kathy Reese 

Texas District Educators 

Rider Education Raffle 
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The Friends We Do Not Know 
 
Do you have a Facebook account?  How about 
Instragram or Twitter account?  Social media 
has become a part of the everyday life of many 
Americans.  If you’ll allow me to generalize, I’d 
say that most users fall into one of two broad 
groups.  The first group uses their social media 
accounts for only their closest friends.  Closest 
friends being defined as family, school/college 
and work friends, etc.  Meet these folks at a 
dinner party and send them a friend request; 
you’ll probably be ignored.  The other group 
uses their social media much more broadly.  
Sure they have their family, work and school 
friends, but they are more likely to include 
“affiliate” friends. 
 
Judy and I fall into both of these categories.  
She treats her account like Ft. Knox.  Only peo-
ple she knows very well is she connected to.   
I’m much less serious.  (I’m also on social me-
dia a lot less often).  If you looked at my FB 
page, in addition to the usual, you’d find evi-
dence of my two passions: running and motor-
cycle riding.  As a 60-year-old marathon run-
ner, I like to follow other runners, e.g., the 50 
states marathon club.   As a life long rider, I 
also like to follow the adventures of other rid-
ers.  If I get a friend request from someone I 
don’t know, I go to his/her page.  If I see a mo-
torcycle, I connect.  That’s my friend.  We’ve 
never met and probably never will but we share 
a common love for riding.  I’m glad to have 
GWRRA friends from all over the world that I’ll 
probably never meet. 
 
Thinking of friends we’ve never met, isn’t that 
the goal of our motorist awareness program?  
Don’t we want to make the public aware that 
bikes are out there in order to create the safest 
riding environment possible?  For that to hap-

pen, we need to make friends with people 
we’ve never met.  Every time a motorist recog-
nizes a rider on the road and yields the right of 
way or avoids turning in front of them, we’ve 
made a friend.  I encourage you to look for 
ways to make friends as you ride.  A friendly 
wave as you pass a truck or smiling at the kids 
in car next to you at a stop sign goes a long 
way at creating a friendly and safe riding ex-
perience.  Most of the time we will never meet 
these folks.  But the more friends we have out 
on the roads, the safer it will be for all of us. 
 
Ride safe, ride aware. 
 

Scott and Judy Finnell 
TX District, Motorist Awareness Coordinator. 
Assistant District Educators 

=============================== 
Submarine Day April 17th 

Submarine Day.... Most everywhere you find 
documentation on this day, it hails today as a 
day to celebrate the submarine boat. And, we 
would celebrate this event on April 17th, as the 
U.S. Submarine Force was established on this 
date in 1900. 

Enjoy Submarine Day by watching movies fea-
turing them. Or, read a book about submarines. 
If you live near a naval museum, take a drive to 
see a submarine today, and if allowed, go 
aboard. 

If you work at a deli, it's perfectly okay to cele-
brate Submarine Day with a hero submarine of 
your choice. If you own the deli, give us a deal 
and run a Submarine Day special. And in this 
case, celebrate Submarine Day.on March 17th. 

Question: What is the world's most well known 
submarine? It's the Yellow Submarine, written 
and recorded by the Beatles. 

TEXAS DISTRICT ASSITANT RIDER EDUCATOR  

MOTOR AWARNESS COORDINATOR 
Scott & Judy Finnell 
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TEXAS DISTRICT  

MEMBERSHIP ENHNCEMENT COORDINATOR (MEC) 

CHAPTER OF THE YEAR COORDINATOR (CHOY) 

Lyle and Sheri Altes  

Well here we are April already this year is 
moving fast and we are into rally season.  I 
hope all of you are ready for all the competi-
tions at the rallies.  I know at District we can’t 
wait to see what you come up with for espe-
cially the entertainment that always is fun.  We 
are also looking forward to all the Regional and 
District Conventions, check out the Couple of 
the Year competitions, so get out there and 
support these great couples and show them 
how much we of GWRRA appreciate them.  
For all current 2017 Chapter COY get out there 
and meet and talk with these competing cou-
ples.  Find out what made them decide to com-
pete at the higher levels and how truly easy it 
is.  At these rallies you will find your best 
sources for information about the COY pro-
gram both current couples and past are at 
these events.  They love to talk about their ex-
periences and share what they have learned. 

I hope all the Chapters are trying to participate 
in the Chapter of the Year program.  Again 
these rallies are a great source of information 
including seminars, and a chance to talk to 
other Chapters on things they have learned 
and get a better understanding of what kind of 
information needs to be collected.  As we have 
said before you will be surprised at how easy it 
is for you Chapter to achieve Bronze level.  So 
please take advantage of getting more infor-
mation about this program and remember if 
your CHOY coordinators cannot make the rally 
then assign someone to get them some infor-
mation.  Everyone at the rally is there to help 
you out and answer questions.  

Hope to see everyone at the Region Rally in 
Marshall TX.  We always have such a great 
time there and it is so much fun to see our 

friends from all over the region.   Hopefully we 
will see some of you at the Louisiana District 
Rally.  I know a lot of you attend the Louisiana 
rally for the great fun and events they always 
provide.  Attend as many Chapter rallies as 
you can.  The Chapters appreciate your partici-
pation an support.  Most of the chapter rally’s 
are one day events and you normally have a 
great ride to and from the event.  For all of he 

Texas Chapters, DON’T Forget WE WILL 
HAVE THE $50 COY GAS CARD TREE.  Get 
those gas cards and let ME know you plan to 
participate. 

Finally come see us in May in Wichita Falls TX 
for the 2017 Texas District Rally.  We have a 
lot of great fun things planned and hope you 
will be there to enjoy all the FUN.  Most impor-
tantly “Ride SAFE”.  We want to see all of you 
at the next event. 

 

Lyle & Sheri Altes 
TX District MEC's & 

Chapter Of The Year Coordinator 

MEC's Make Fun Happen!!! 
 
=================================== 

Winston Churchill Day  April 9 

Winston Churchill Day celebrates the day he 
was made an honorary US citizen. On this day 
in 1963, Winston Churchill became the very 
first person to become an honorary citizen. He 
was given this honor posthumously. There 
have only been 6 people (two are a married 
couple who received it jointly) to be accorded 
this stature. 
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TEXAS DISTRICT TRAINERS 
CLIFF & GILLIAN ALLEN 

Continuing our theme of leadership within a chap-
ter I'd like you to consider the following points. As 
chapter directors we often lead by example, 
sometimes it comes naturally but are we doing all 
we can to lead and empower our teams. 
 
Principles of Leadership 
To help you be, know, and do, follow these ten 
principles of leadership: 
 
Know yourself and seek self-improvement - In 
order to know yourself, you have to understand 
your be, know, and do, attributes. Seeking self-
improvement means continually strengthening 
your attributes. This can be accomplished 
through self-study, formal classes, reflection, and 
interacting with others. 
 
Be technically proficient - As a leader, you must 
know your job and have a solid familiarity with 
your team's tasks. 
 
Seek responsibility and take responsibility for 
your actions - Search for ways to guide your or-
ganization to new heights. And when things go 
wrong, as they often tend to do sooner or later — 
do not blame others. Analyze the situation, take 
corrective action, and move on to the next chal-
lenge. 
 
Make sound and timely decisions - Use good 
problem solving, decision making, and planning 
tools. 
 
Set the example - Be a good role model for your 
team. They must not only hear what they are ex-
pected to do, but also see. “We must become the 
change we want to see.” - Mahatma Gandhi 
 
Know your people and look out for their well-
being - Know human nature and the importance 
of sincerely caring for your workers. 
 

Keep your team informed - Know how to commu-
nicate with not only them, but also seniors and 
other key people. 
 
Develop a sense of responsibility in your team - 
Help to develop good character traits that will 
help them carry out their professional responsi-
bilities. 
 
Ensure that tasks are understood, supervised, 
and accomplished - Communication is the key to 
this responsibility. 
 
Train as a team - Although many so called lead-
ers call their organization, department, section, 
etc. a team; they are not really teams... they are 
just a group of people doing their jobs. 
Use the full capabilities of your organization - By 
developing a team spirit, you will be able to em-
ploy your organization, department, section, etc. 
to its fullest capabilities. 
 
Now success with these top ten points doesn't 
come overnight or quickly. All team members 
should embrace your vision of how to run the 
chapter and have fun while doing it. 
 
Speaking of fun, Gillian and I hope you are plan-
ning on attending the forthcoming Louisiana and 
Region H Rallies where the new ITCP Presenta-
tions will be rolled out. If not then make a note in 
your dairy to attend the Texas District Rally 
where we will be doing two great new workshops. 
 

Gillian & Cliff Allen 
TxTrainer@gwrra-tx.org 

Texas District Trainers 

Tel: 214-886-5798 
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GWRRA President Article 
Anita & JR Alkier 

From March 2017 Insight NL  

What’s so special about 40 to 
Phoenix?  
 
 

 
40 to Phoenix is 
an event that 
started because  
Members wanted to come to visit Home Of-
fice.  It just so happens with the    correct 
starting point you can ride Hwy 40 from the 
east coast almost to Phoenix (well to Flagstaff 
and then down the I-17).  
 

It was a Member, Greg McKinney from Arkan-
sas, there is always a Member, who took this 
project on and made it happen. He has 
passed the reins to Russ Schaffer, who has 
run the event for the past 5 years, who is hav-
ing fun with it today.  When they arrive in 

Phoenix it will celebrate the 
40th Anniversary 40 to 
Phoenix Ride and this is 
year 8!  
 
What is my lesson with this 
event? It wasn’t an Officer 
who made this happen, it 

was Members wanting something to happen 
and then one of those Members stepping for-
ward to make it happen.  
 
As Officers, we are always too hard on our-
selves!  We think the only person who can do 
it is me, or someone on my team, another   
Officer.  We are cheating ourselves out of 
some really good ideas and events by closing 
our minds and our ranks with this thinking. It’s 
time for a breakout!  
 

It’s time we ask for help! When you read Wing 
World magazine that is coming out any day 
now, you will see an article from me asking for 
help!  We are a special organization as we 

rely on and thrive from the good thinking and 
volunteering of Members who care!  
 
When we don’t reach out and ask for help we 
are not showing value to those around us who 
would help us out in a minute. For some of 
you, stretch out of your comfort zone and 
reach out and accept the help around you, be 
bold and ask for help and then graciously   
receive that help. They will need guidance 
and you are just the Officer to provide that 
guidance.  If you are used to asking for and 
accepting help, reach out again and freshen 
up that volunteer pool, Members love to be 
asked and they love to help. 
  
Enrich your life and that of a Member and 
show them that although you can do it, it will 
be even better with them!  
 

Anita & JR Alkire  
623-445-2380  
president@gwrra.org  
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GWRRA Director’s Article 
Ray & Sandi Garris 

From March  2017 Insight NL 

In GWRRA, we are blessed to have many fine 
ladies join the ranks as Officers, particularly 
as great Chapter Directors. This month I 
would like to share an article I read in the New 
York District Newsletter all about a Chapter 
Director, and her answer to a common chal-
lenge we face in GWRRA. Let me introduce 
Arlene Connelly and her husband Roger, CDs 
for NY-U.  
 

How to keep a Chapter Alive!  
(edited for space limitations)  
 

“First, let me say that it is 
an honor to write an article 
for the District newsletter, 
and secondly, let me say 
that it takes a team to keep 
a Chapter healthy and 
alive!  
 
My name is Arlene Connelly, and my husband 
is Roger. It is hard to believe, but it has been 
four years since we became the proud owners 
of a 1999 Gold Wing. In the trunk of the Gold 
Wing, Roger found a copy of Wing World and 
thought we should join. We had not more than 
sent in our membership when Betty Mac from 
Chapter U starting hounding us to come to a 
meeting. We walked into the meeting and they 
had their eyes set on us – “new blood.” That 
was the beginning of our career with GWRRA.  

 
Even though I had no intention of becoming 
the Chapter Director, Bill Spoon had other  
ideas.  He volunteered the Chapter to host the 
“Ride-In”, and then at the end of the year,   
resigned, all along, coaching me to be the 
new Director.  “It’s easy, anyone can do it.” As 
you might guess, I was kicking and screaming 
all the way.  As you know, I consented with 

one stipulation, my best buddy, Brenda Peter-
son, had to be my Assistant Director.  We had 
dragged her and her husband, Mark, to the 
meetings with us.  So began the “Estrogen 
Empire”, as we have been called.  I would be 
remiss if I didn’t include the support of my 
hubby, who made it very clear that I was go-
ing to be the Director and he was going to be 
the Ride Coordinator.  

 
It was now our chal-
lenge to host a suc-
cessful” Ride-In, with 
a very small number 
of active members.  I 
truly believe that 
hosting the Ride-In 
was the key to bring-
ing our Chapter back 
to life.  We started 
planning, brainstorm-

ing, ordering shirts, and before we knew it, we 
had started to gain momentum.  We contacted 
the local newspaper, and they did a full-page 
spread on our Chapter and the upcoming 
“Ride-In.”  We were on the move and it felt 
good.  We became the “Little Chapter that 
Can and DOES!”  By all measures, the “Ride-
In” was a success.  
 
What next? Wow, hadn’t we met many other 
Chapters and their members at the “Ride-In?” 
Let’s start visiting them.  Again, off to new   
adventures and persuading our membership 
with us, whether they liked it or not.  Who can 
say no to Arlene and “Sweet” Brenda?  

 
The key words in growing a Chapter (this is 
only my opinion) are organization, participa-
tion, willingness to get out of your comfort 
zone, and teamwork, which is what? Member-
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GWRRA Director’s Article 
Ray & Sandi Garris 

From March  2017 Insight NL 
(Continued) 

ship makes us 
strong.  We need 
new members. 
What’s the old say-
ing? “Build it and 
they will come.” 
We started looking 
around and noticing that there were many 
Gold Wings out there. If we saw a Gold Wing 
just parked, we would put a membership 
packet on it.  Of course, you have to under-
stand that we live in little ole Chautauqua 
County, not a large city.  Recruitment Day – 
what a great idea!  Hector’s Honda, our local 
dealership, was more than willing to supply 
hot dogs and pop and even displayed one of 
their new Gold Wings.  We passed out a lot of 
hot dogs and along with the hot dog went a 
membership packet.  
 
As we became more familiar with GWRRA, 
we learned about all this exciting “stuff”, like 
Dash for Cash, (we have a D4C Coordinator), 
Chapter of the Year (we have a CHOY Coor-
dinator), and, oh yes, the TRAVELING 
PLAQUE. We now have goals to achieve. 
Let’s get enough points for Dash for Cash. 
The saying, “nothing ventured, nothing 
gained,” turns into an application for Chapter 
of the Year.  Off and running, one more time. 
With the support of our membership, we 
earned Dash for Cash points, we earned third 
place for Chapter of the Year (a huge sur-
prise), and we captured the famous traveling 
plaque, first time since 2002.  None of this 
would have been possible if we didn’t have 
the support of our membership.  
 
As a result of teamwork and goal setting, we 
have been gaining new members.  We try to 
make it a point that you don’t have to have a 

Gold Wing to join our Chapter.  Our last four 
new members ride other brands.  It’s so great 
to attend one of our meetings and see new 

faces.  Please come join us.  
Also, who’s next to capture 
the traveling plaque since 
we still have it?  
So, the question that every 
Chapter asks is, “How do 
we get new members?” As 
everyone knows, this is not 

an easy task. Chapter NY-U has gained new 
members through new ideas and lots of ex-
citement.  I truly believe that keeping the 
Chapter alive stems from having goals, main-
taining excitement, and above all, being “a 
TEAM.” We have had some wonderful trips on 
our Gold Wing that we would not have experi-
enced, had we not joined GWRRA.” by Arlene 
Connelly NY Chapter NY-U Director  
 
We thank Arlene for allowing us to share 
some of her thoughts and experiences with 
NY-U.  Did you spot an idea you can “borrow” 
from what that Chapter has done to stay 
healthy & happy?  
 
Ray & Sandi Garris  

Your Directors of GWRRA  

=================================== 

This Month in History 

 

April 1, 1865 - During the American Civil War, 

Confederate troops of General George Pickett 

were defeated and cut off at Five Forks, Vir-

ginia. This sealed the fate of Confederate 

General Robert E. Lee's armies at Petersburg 

and Richmond and hastened the end of the 

war  
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GWRRA Deputy Directors Article 
Bob & Nan Shrader 

From March 2017 Insight NL  

Take the Challenge!  
In previous Insight articles, we have dis-
cussed various topics related to Chapter op-
erations and successful Chapter leadership 
strategies. We have focused on the impor-
tance of the Chapter Directors position but 
just as important is the supporting staff of able 
and willing assistants who fill a variety of 
roles, performing tasks that are vital to the 
long term health of the Chapter as a whole.  
 
In every Chapter, as the years go by, our 
Chapter Directors step down for a host of rea-
sons. Health, age, employment, financial or 
family issues all take their toll and a Chapter 
can find itself in the situation where a long 
serving capable and popular Chapter Director 
needs to step down. Ideally, the members of 
the supporting staff, beginning (ideally) with a 
good Assistant Chapter Director are there to 
step in and continue in the leadership role. 
This is how it was originally intended when the 
GWRRA Chapter structure was designed 
many years ago.  
 
But as time has gone by and the demograph-
ics of our Chapters has changed, sometimes 
the full supportive staff or even the position of 
Assistant Chapter Director isn't there to fill in, 
as designed. When a long serving and well 
liked Chapter Director steps down, there is 
often a sense of shock or disappointment 
among the Chapter members who've become 
accustomed to the smooth leadership of the 
outgoing Director and all the good times that 
they've enjoyed. When there's no one immedi-
ately there to take over and maintain continu-
ity, the Chapter can fall into disarray and even 
dissolution.  
This is where the Challenge" part comes in. 
For a Chapter to remain open and active (by 

GWRRA guidelines) there must be a Chapter 
Director and a Treasurer. These two positions 
are required. This is where the support staff 
(such as it might be) comes in. If the members 
have for years enjoyed a well-oiled and fun 
filled Chapter, and now their Chapter Director 
is gone, somebody has got to STEP UP. To 
paraphrase an old patriotic saying, "now is the 
time for all good members to come to the aid 
of their Chapter"  
 

There is FUN to be done! 

-Dr. Suess 
In other words, if you've enjoyed all the good 
times, FUN, great rides and entertaining gath-
erings, and want to continue with it, a member 
of the staff (or other willing Chapter member) 
must take the initiative to assume the leader-
ship role.  
 

"Easy for you to say", you might be thinking 
about now, but Nan and I have done it (she's 
into her 5th year of an encore performance as 
CD) and it's a "Challenge" we've never regret-
ted taking. The Chapter Director's position is 
the "funest" of all the leadership positions in 
GWRRA. The paperwork is MINIMAL (despite 
the rumors to the contrary) and it's mostly 
about leading your Chapter members into 
FUN and enjoyable experiences. It's about 
great rides and destinations that you will all 
re-member and talk about for a long time. It's 
not a "job", it's about having a fun time on 
your Gold Wings, taking overnight trips, see-
ing sights you'd never see in your car and 
making solid friends for life. That's been our 
experience with it.  
 
 
So, if you and your fellow Chapter members 
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GWRRA Deputy Directors 
Rob & Nan Shrader 

Taken from March 2017 Insight NL (continued) 

find yourselves in that situation where your 
CD has stepped down, your chapter could be 
on the verge of closure and you're not sure 
what to do; do the right thing and settle on 
one of you to STEP UP and give it a try. 
GWRRA has a great staff of District, Region 
and National leaders who will help you in any 
way they can. It won't be a leap into the dark-
ness, you'll have guidance and support the 
whole way. There's great leadership material 
and information on the O-Connect web site 
and your District, Region and National staff is 
but a phone call or e-mail away. We'll do 
whatever is necessary to help you make your 
Chapter a success and work alongside you 
through the entire process.  
Folks, please give this some thought and con-
sider "taking the challenge" when the time 
comes.  
 

Bob & Nan  
=================================== 

This Month in History 

April 4, 1949 - Twelve nations signed the 
treaty creating NATO, the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization.  The nations united for 
common military defense against the threat of 
expansion by Soviet Russia into Western 
Europe. 
 

April 6, 1896 - After a break of 1500 years, 
the first Olympics of the modern era was held 
in    Athens, Greece. 
 

April 6, 1917 - Following a vote by Congress 
approving a declaration of war, the U.S. en-
tered World War I in Europe. 
 

April 11, 1968 - A week after the assassina-

tion of Martin Luther King, the Civil Rights Act 
of 1968 was signed into law by President Lyn-
don B. Johnson. The law prohibited discrimi-
nation in housing, protected civil rights work-
ers and expanded the rights of Native Ameri-
cans. 
 

April 12, 1945 - President Franklin D. Roose-
velt died suddenly at Warm Springs, Georgia, 
after suffering a cerebral hemorrhage. He had 
been President since March 4, 1933, elected 
to four consecutive terms and had guided 
America out of the Great Depression and 
through World War II. 
 

April 14, 1865 - President Abraham Lincoln 
was shot and mortally wounded while watch-
ing a performance of Our American Cousin at 
Ford's Theater in Washington. He was taken 
to a nearby house and died the following 
morning at 7:22 a.m. 
 

April 17, 1961 - A U.S.-backed attempt to 
overthrow Premier Fidel Castro of Cuba failed 
disastrously in what became known as the 
Bay of Pigs fiasco. About 1,400 anti-Castro 
exiles invaded the island's southern coast 
along the Bay of Pigs but were overrun by 
20,000 Cuban soldiers and jailed. Trained and 
guided by the U.S., the exiles had expected 
support from U.S. military aircraft and help 
from anti-Castro insurgents on the island. In-
stead, due to a series of mishaps, they had 
fended for themselves with no support. The 
failed invasion heightened Cold War tensions 
between Cuba's political ally, Soviet Russia, 
and the fledgling administration of President 
John F. Kennedy. The following year, the 
Russians brazenly installed nuclear missiles 
in Cuba resulting in the Cuban Missile Crisis.  
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Region H News 

Directors Corner 

JIM & REBA BERRY 
FROM REGION H MARCH NL    

Sorry about the delay in this newsletter.  First 

I was retired and then I wasn’t retired! I have 

been trying to figure out how to juggle my time 

between life and work. I mean I was retired 

one whole week so I have some adjustments 

to make. Say, isn’t there a new GWRRA Uni-

versity Workshop on how to Juggle Life and 

Work?  Why, yes.  Yes, there is. The 21 ITCP 

candidates in Guthrie, OK last month spent a 

lot of time presenting it to each other. It was a 

very practical workshop for GWRRA Volun-

teer leaders and is only one of several new 

workshops GWRRA University has to offer its 

members. At our Region H rally in April, there 

will be several new workshops presented dur-

ing our training sessions.  All I have seen so 

far are excellent.  So are the Instructors who 

will be presenting them. 

 

Speaking of rallies, it is that time of year.  Hot 

Diggity Dog! I love rally season. LA in March, 

Region H in April, TX in May, KS in June, AR 

in July, Wing Ding in Aug/Sep and OK in Oct. 

I know it is almost impossible to make them 

all, but some do.  It is great to see old friends 

and make new ones.  In March you can ex-

perience a little bit of Mardi Gras, run from the 

Rougarue, take a swamp tour and pet an alli-

gator.  At the Region Rally, you can become 

an artist, ride some TX back roads for break-

fast and lunch, take some exercise classes for 

both the body and the mind to help our bodies 

in the great sport of motorcycle riding. We will 

also have a director/treasurer meeting on 

“Chapter Finances made Easy!”  Included in 

this newsletter are flyers and registration 

forms to all these great events. It would be 

great if everyone could make at least two of 

these the Region and your home District rally. 

We are having a special pin made up that we 

are calling the “Texas Trifecta.”  This pin will 

be available for sale to individuals who attend, 

with full registration, the Region H Rally, the 

TX District Rally and Wing Ding in Grapevine, 

TX.  They will go on sale at the TX rally and 

will be delivered to Wing Ding. This will be a 

very special pin to wear on your vest. Thanks 

to Harry Sanders, OK - E for the idea.  We’ll 

give him one for free!  So, get your bikes and 

trailers prepped and don’t be left out of the 

fun. 

 
Jim & Reba Berry 
Region H Director 

=================================== 
This Month in History 

 
April 3, 1944 - The U.S. Supreme Court ruled 
8 to 1 that African Americans can not be 
barred from voting in the Texas Democratic  
 
April 3, 1860 - In the American West, the 

Pony Express service began as the first rider 

departed St. Joseph, Missouri. For $5 an 

ounce, letters were delivered 2,000 miles to 

California within ten days. The famed Pony 

Express riders each rode from 75 to 100 miles 

before handing the letters off to the next rider.  
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Region H Team 

The Hospitality Region 

REGION DIRECTOR 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

JIM & REBA BERRY 

DIRECTOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 

NEWSLETTER@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 
 
ASSISTANT REGION DIRECTOR 

PINS AND PATCHES 

STEVE & BILLIE FLEMING 

ADIRECTOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 

PATCHES@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

TREASURER 

CHAPTER OF THE YEAR COORD. 

ED AND ANN NAHL 

TREASURER@GWRRA-H.ORG 

CHOYCOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

REGION TRAINER 

JACK WAGNER 

TRAINER@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

 

WEBMASTER, 

SAM BELINOSKI 

WEBMASTER@GWRRA-H.ORG 

MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT  

COORDINATORS. 

COUPLE OF THE YEAR 

COORDINATORS 

TIM  & BECKY DINNEL 

MED@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

 

EDUCATOR 

MEDIC/FIRST AID COORDINATORS 

RICKY & KAREN FRAZIER 

EDUCATOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 

MFA@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

VENDOR COORDINATORS 

RUBY SEALE 

VENDOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

MOTORIST AWARENESS  

COORDINATORS 

MIKE & BECKY STEVENSON 

MAD@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

REGION H COUPLE OF THE YEAR 

RANDY & KATHY REESE 

COY@GWRRA-H.ORG 



PAGE 17 TEXAS DISTRICT NEWSLETTER APRIL 2017 

 

 

Region H News 

Assistant Directors Corner 

STEVE & BILLIE FLEMING 

FROM NOVEMBER REGION H NL    

Rally Season Kick-off 
 

Wow! Can you believe it?   Rally 

Season is kicking off this month! 

 
We hope you are making plans to go to as 
many Rallies in the Region as possible. 
 
The first one is Louisiana in Lafayette on 
March 30th thru April 1st. We always have a 
wonderful time with our friends at this rally. 
The Louisiana District Team al-
ways have fun on the agenda for 
this event. Do you know what 
the Rougarou is? Come and find 
out. Sure to be a great time. 

 
 
 
The Region Rally is 

next on April 27th thru 
29th in Marshall, Texas. 
We will be Boogying on 
down to Marshall to ex-

plore the roots of Boogie Woogie. There will 
be some toe-tapping. Foot-stomping for sure.  
There will be some new things on the Sched-
ule this year so keep checking the Region 
Web-site and newsletters 
for information. 
 

Next up is the Texas      
District Rally in Wichita 
Falls, Texas on May 18th 
thru 20th.  We will be there 
for the Gathering of the 
Tribes and a howling good 

time.  The Texas District Team have a lot of 
fun planned for this event so don’t miss out.  
Did we say Casino trip?  You get $10 free 

play and free bus ride. 
 
Kansas is next in Hutchin-
son, Kansas on June 22nd 
thru 24th.  We will be Wing-
ing Into Oz with the whole 
gang. The Kansas District 

Team is lining up a great venue with a lot of 
fun things to do on the agenda.  How about a 
trip to the Salt Mines or the Zoo?  Just a few 
things that they are putting together for the 
attendees of this rally. 
 
Arkansas has moved rally to Eureka Springs, 
Arkansas on July 14th and 15th. We all love 
the riding in Arkansas and this is one of our 
favorite places to go. There are so many 
things to see and do around northern Arkan-
sas that this is a must for our schedule. The 
Pig Trail, The Twisted 
Lady and War Eagle are 
just some of our  favor-
ite rides and destina-
tions.  The Arkansas 
District Team has 
worked hard to bring 
this event and it is sure to be a blast! 
 
 
 

Steve & Billie Fleming 
Region H Assistant Director 
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Hello everyone!  Here locally in south 
Louisiana we have been right in the 
middle of Mardi Gras celebrations. 
Thousands of people line the streets of 
New Orleans and in cities around New 
Orleans to watch parades pass and eat 
parade 
food. Don’t know what that is? Well, I’ll 
tell you; fried chicken, hot dogs, ham-
burgers and king cake just to name a 
few. I can smell the BBQ pits now!! 
 
Several GWRRA chapters in Louisiana 
take this opportunity to get together 
and participate in these parades. My 
home chapter is fortunate to ride in 
these parades every year. Every year 
members from other chapters come to 
town to ride with us. Members come 
from Texas and Mississippi and as far 
away as Washington State! 
 
What I am getting at is there are plenty 
of means to promote Motorist Aware-
ness in your community. That first step 
is to decide to make the contacts with 

Region H Motor Awareness (MAD) 

Mike & Becky Stevenson 

“Safety is for Life” 
From March 2017 Region H NL 

PTA groups, driving schools, local festi-
vals and so forth. There are celebra-
tions all throughout Region H that have 
parades as part of the fun. You can 
contact Chambers of Commerce in 
your area to see if your chapter can be 
included in the parade or have a bike 
show to show off your Gold Wings! 
Ride Safely, Ride Smart 

 

 
Mike & Becky Stevenson 
Motor Awareness Division 
Region H  
 
=================================== 

This Month in History 

 

April 22, 1889 - The Oklahoma land rush 
began at noon with a single gunshot signal-
ing the start of a mad dash by thousands of 
settlers. They were seeking to claim part of 
nearly two million acres made available by 
the federal government.  The land originally 
belonged to Creek and Seminole  Indian 
tribes. 
(when you hear the saying “Good Lord will-
ing and the Creek don’t rise” is a reference 
to the “Creek Indians”, not a creek) 

 

April 23rd - Established by Israel's Knesset 
as Holocaust Day in remembrance of the 
estimated six million Jews killed by Nazis. 
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Texas District Rally Schedule 

 
At this point we are not ready to put the Schedule in 

print.  There are a few changes being made to the 

Schedule.  The changes are to increase the amount of 

FUN we are providing (as well as some last minute 

scheduling issues) 

 

Notable Changes: 

• The Talent Show on Friday evening is being replaced 

with a different type of fun event.  There will not be a 

talent show this year. 

• We are adding Tribal Fun Games to Friday and  

Saturday. 

• A Chapter Feud Championship will take place on 

Saturday replacing the Not So Newly Wed Game. 

• On Saturday we forgot to put in the Chapter Compe-

tition pick up time (that will be added). 

 

The Final Schedule should be available on the Texas 

District Website by Monday April 10.  Look at the bot-

tom of the Schedule to see a new revised date of April.  

It will also be note it on the Rally Web Page.  The cur-

rent rally schedule shows a Revision of 03/07/2017.  

Mike and Robin will send out a note when the Schedule 

if updated. 
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Note from Anita Ackre. 
There is no resort fee when you make your reservations with the Gaylord using the GWRRA code. 
There is a $10/day parking fee in addition to your room.  Now if you stay with friends (or a different 
Hotel), what we have negotiated with the Gaylord is that you can come in the first day and pur-
chase from the Gaylord a parking pass for the 5 days.  It will cost $50 and give you in and out privi-
leges just like a guest staying at the resort.  We did this because they do charge for parking, a 
higher amount, and if you aren't staying at the resort then it has no in and out privileges so you pay 
each time.  So the pass it a great savings.  That would be the only cost if you did not stay on prop-
erty.  
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Gaylord Texan Resort 

& Convention Center 
1501 Gaylord Trail 
Grapevine, TX 76051 
Phone: 1-877-491-5138 
Group Code: GWR Rates: 

$159 single/double; 
$179 triple; 
$199 quad* 

 
Reservations accepted beginning August 
31, 2016 
* Single, Double, Triple & Quad refer to 
the number of occupants in a room, not 
bed type 
 
Arrive on Tuesday 29 August to see the 
Couple of The Year Selection 
Starting at 1:00 ending 5:00 
Grapevine welcome party 6:00 to 9:00 

Courtyard by Marriott OR  
TownePlace Suites by Marriott  
(TWO HOTELS UNDER ONE ROOF)  

2200 Bass Pro Court  
Grapevine, TX 76051  
Phone: 1-888-236-2427  
Group Code: GWA  

Rates: $135 single/double/triple/quad  
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Editors Puzzle Page April 2017 

See the answer to March puzzle below 

Down 

ACROSS 
1. Celtic language 
6. Copied 
10. Unit of cut wood 
14. Small boat 
15. Malleable 
16. Double-reed woodwind 
17. Happening 
19. Person, place or thing 
20. Close 
21. Pelt 
22. Greek cheese 
23. Clairvoyants 
25. Part of a stair 
26. Breezed through 
30. Palpebra 
32. Evoking sadness 
35. Illness 
39. Street person 
40. Swordsman 
41. Taxonomic group 
43. Barbed wire is one 
44. Hard glossy coating 
46. Cocoyam 
47. Good person 
50. Jump for joy 
53. Not tame 
54. Dip lightly 
55. Journey 
60. Largest continent 
61. Creator 
63. Scheme 
64. South American country 
65. Ancient Greek marketplace 
66. Religious offshoot 
67. Biblical garden 
68. Not lemons  

1.Computer symbol 
2. Dash 
3. Ancient Peruvian 
4. Not sweet 
5. Seasonings 
6. Reverence 
7. Fry in a pan 
8. Exempted 
9. One who colors cloth 
10. Self-assurance 
11. Double-reed instruments 
12. Way to go 
13. Monetary unit of  
       Macedonia 

18. Type of whiskey 
24. Snake-like fish 
25. Ascended 
26. Contributes 
27. Henhouse 
28. If not 
29. Child or grandchild 

31. Vitality 
33. Deceptive maneuver 
34. Urine component 
36. Corrosive 
37. Transmit 
38. Therefore 
42. Besmirched 

43. Grippe 
45. Lose validity 
47. Trades 
48. Passageway 
49. Of a pelvic bone 
51. 56 in Roman numerals 
52. Anagram of "Talon" 
54. Numbskull 
56. A sharply directional  
      antenna 
57. "Smallest" particle 
58. Pierce 
59. Historical periods 
62. Pistol 
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If you have an article, news, or other 

item of interest that you would like to 

be included in this newsletter, please 

e-mail it to NLE@gwrra-tx.org by the 

25th of the month 

Save the Date  (Passport Events) 

======================================== 

Texas Chapter O Rally 
Apr 8, 2017 

Lady Bird Johnson Park 
Fredericksburg TX 

======================================== 

Texas Chapter J 
Apr 22, 2017 

April Fools Run 
Cowboy Honda, Beaumont TX 

======================================== 

Region H Rally 
Apr 27 - 29, 2017 
Marshall Texas 

======================================== 

Texas District Rally 
May 18-20, 2017 

MPEC Center Wichita Falls 
======================================== 

Missouri District Rally 
June 1-3, 2017 
Branson MO 

======================================== 

Kansas District Rally 
June 23-24, 2017 

Hutchinson KS 
======================================== 

Arkansas District Rally 
July 13-15, 2017 

Eureka Springs AR 
======================================== 

Wing Ding 
Aug 29—Sep 2, 2017 

Grapevine Texas 
======================================== 

Oklahoma District Rally 
Sep 28-30, 2017 
Muskogee OK 

======================================== 

TTHANKHANK  YOUYOU  TOTO  THETHE T TEXASEXAS    

DDISTRICTISTRICT M MAJORAJOR S SPONSORSPONSORS  
True or False: 
Military Edition 
 
1) In World War 
II, a German U-
boat was sunk 
because of a 
malfunctioning toilet. 

2) American combat dolphins, deployed 
in the Persian Gulf, surrounded and 
captured an Iranian battleship. 

3) The pen used by the military meets 
16 pages of military specs. 

4) At the real-life Topgun program - the 
one the film was based on - there is a 
$5 fine for any staffer who references 
or quotes the movie. 

5) The Franco-Prussian War ended in a 
stalemate and had to be settled by a 
winner-take-all game of backgammon 
played by the two countries’ prime min-
isters. 

Answers: 

 1-T; 2-F; 3-T; 4-T; 5-F  


